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Juliet.

Go ask his name.—Ifhe be married,
My grave is like to be my wedding bed.

Nurse.

His name is Romeo, and a Montague,
The only son of your great enemy.

Juliet.

My only love, sprung from my only hate!
Too early seen unknown, and known too late!
Prodigious0 birth of love it is to me
That I must love a loathed enemy.

Nurse.

What's tis? what's tis?

Ju,iet* A rhyme I learnt even now
Of one I danced withal.

[One calls within, ""Juliet."]

Nurse- Anon, anon!0
Come, let's away; the strangers all are gone. [Exeunt.]
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Identifying Facts
1- What lines in the Prologue tell you in advance

what is going to happen to Romeo and Juliet
by the play's end?

2- What does the Prologue say is the only thing
that will end their parents' rage?
Who is Tybalt, and why is he dangerous?
What warning does the Prince give the street
brawlers in Scene 1?
How does Mercutio in Scene 4 try to snap
Romeo out of his depression over Rosaline?
Where do Romeo and Juliet meet?

3.

4.

5.

6.

• The first scene of Romeo and Juliet is a bril
liant example of how information can be con
veyed through theatrical activity. Look at each

<(kt

141. prodigious: huge and monstr

jjl 144. What rone ofvoice would Juliet use
L£J here? What has shejust realized?

144. anon: at once.

^j
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9.

segment within the first scene (Gregory-
Sampson and the Montague servants';
Benvolio-Tybalt; and the Prince's warning). Ex
plain how each episode clarifies the forces at
work in this story.
In Scene 1 we see that Romeo is a young man
who, when he falls in love, falls hopelessly in
love, even though in Scene 1 he is in love with
the wrong girl. Later, Shakespeare will have
Romeo meet Juliet. But before the playwright
does this, he must set up obstacles, so that
when they do meet and fall in love, we will, in
effect, groan at the problems they are going to
have to face. What problem or complication is
presented in Scenes 2 and 3?

Scene 4 does not seem to advance the story.
The friends could just as well have shown up
at the party without this scene. It does have
one distinct function, however, and that is to
introduce us to Mercutio, who will play an im
portant part in the story later. How would you
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characterize Mercutio, based on what he has
said and done so far? Is Mercutio a believable
character? Have you known people like him?

10. Mercutio is used as a foil to Romeo. The word
foil in drama means that a character or scene
is set up as a contrast to another character or
scene. This contrast makes the particular qual
ities of each character (or scene) stand out
vividly. In what specific ways is Mercutio a foil
to Romeo?

11. Scene 4 sets up a sense of foreboding—a feel
ing that something bad is about to happen.
This feeling will hang over the rest of the story
of these "star-crossed lovers." Identify Ro
meo's specific expressions of foreboding, as he
sets off for the party in Scene 4.

12. The story is now under way, and a considerable
amount of suspense has been generated by this
time. If you were watching this play, what ques
tions would you be asking at this point? Write
out at least two of them.

13. The action of this play takes place in Italy in
the fourteenth century. Which episodes could
you imagine taking place today? Would any
details have to change?

Shakespeare's Vocabulary
As you see by the word list on page 601, many
words in Shakespeare's plays are the same words
we use today, but they have different meanings.
Sometimes these older meanings are related to the
meanings the words have today, butoften the mean
ings are distinct. The word humor, for example,
comes from a Latin word for "moisture" or "fluid."
In Shakespeare's time, people believed there were

628 William Shakespeare

kcr X
four basic fluids, or humors, in the body which
regulated one's temperament. These four fluids
were blood, phlegm, yellow bile, and black bile.
The word humorous eventually came to refer to
another kind of temperament, one that is able to
see comedy in situations. Use a dictionary to an
swer the following questions:

1. What kind of temperament would be bilious?
2. What kind of temperament would be phleg

matic?
3. If someone showed choler, what was he or she

displaying?
4. If someone was melancholy, what fluid would he

or she have too much of?

Here are some other questions on words in the list
on page 601. Use a dictionary to find the answers.

1. What did the verb mark mean in Shakespeare's
day?

2. What is the more common meaning of mark as
a verb today?

3. What modern expression uses the word mark
today to mean exactly what it did in Shake
speare's time?

4. Shakespeare's characters frequently wish each
other "Good-den." What words are combined in
this greeting? What words are combined in our
word "goodbye"?

5. In Shakespeare's day, the name Jack was used
to refer to a common man ("every man jack of
them" would mean "every single oneof them").
Can you think of three words or expressions used
today in which Jack still means, more or less,
"a common fellow"?

6. Hap in Shakespeare's time meant "luck" or
"chance." How does our word haphazard still
use this old sense of hap?
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1. What plans do Romeo and Juliet make in
Scene 2?

2. What fault does Friar Laurence find in Romeo
in Scene 3?

3. Why is Tybalt looking for Romeo in Scene 4?
4. How does Mercutio feel about Tybalt?
5. What part does the Nurse play in Romeo and

Juliet's schemes?

Interpreting Meanings
6. The "balcony scene" in Scene 2 is the most

famous love scene in the history of the theater.
What different feelings and emotions do Ro
meo and Juliet express in this scene? Which
character speaks more cautiously about love,
and why?

7. Act II is basically what might be called "a
happy act," full of loving and courtship, teas
ing and humor. But, good dramatist that he is,
Shakespeare reminds us in various places of
the threatening background. This means he is
using foreshadowing—providing cluesthat alert
us to what is going to happen later. Point out
the lines in this act in which Shakespeare fore
shadows the fact that there could be trouble
ahead.

8. Mercutio again teases Romeo's romantic love
in Scene 4, in much the same waythat a group
of boys might today tease one of their friends
who has fallen head over heels in love. How
does Mercutio's sarcastic teasing emphasize
Romeo's excessive love? In these scenes with
Mercutio, do you find yourself agreeing with
Mercutio or sympathizing with Romeo? Explain
your answers.

9. Do you think Mercutio is merely teasing Ro
meo, or is he genuinely worried about his
friend? Quote passages to support your answer.

10. In this act, we meet the Nurse, who is one of
Shakespeare's great comic characters. The
Nurse has only one trick, one source of humor.
We laugh at her because she can be counted

648 William Shakespeare

on to react in a certain wayor speak ina certain
way. We laugh at the same time that we say,
"There she goes again!" Butaside from laugh
ing at the Nurse, we are getting an idea of her
character. Do you think she is a principled per
son, one who has a strong sense of right and
wrong? Or does she seem to be a person who
may be easily corrupted—who will do what
people want her to do? Find passages to sup
port your answers.

11. The Friar agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet.
He wants them to be happy, but he also has
another motive. Why is the Friar willing to per
form this secret marriage? When the audience
in a play knows something that a character
does not know, the writer is using dramatic
irony. Since the Prologue to this play has told
you how it will end, what irony do you feel
when you hear the Friar's motives?

12. What other examples of dramatic irony can you
find in this act—moments when you know
something that the characters do not know?

13. Remember that Shakespeare had to set his
stage largely with words. What clues in various
speeches help you to visualize the times and
the settings of the scenes in Act II?

14. So far, how do you feel about Friar Laurence's
schemes? What else might he have done to
help Romeo and Juliet?

Analyzing Language and Vocabulary
Shakespeare's Grammar and Vocabulary
Though Shakespeare's English is understandable
today, readers often have difficulty with his sen
tence constructions and with his vocabulary. One
of the characteristics of his sentences is the omis
sion of certain words. Acharacteristic of his vocab
ulary, of course, is the use of words or expressions
thatare archaic or out of use today or that now have
different meanings. For example, in the Prologue
the speaker says:

. . . which if you with patient ears attend,
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive

to mend.



The speaker has omitted words here, and he de
pends on your instinct and ear to provide them. He
has also used the word attend in a way not com
monly used today. Rewritten, the statement would
look like this:

... if you listen with patient ear,
We'll strive to make clear by our work on

stage
What you have missed from this Prologue.

Here are some passages from Act 11 that use archaic
words or that omit words that are assumed to be
understood. Rewrite each passage in the kind of
English you would speak today. .

1. " Tis but my name that is my enemy."
2. "By whose direction found'st thou out this

place?"

3.

4.

5,

3.

7.

6.

9.

10.

"Dost thou love me?"

"I know thou wilt say 'Ay.' "
"I'll frown and be perverse and say thee nay."
"Where the devil should this Romeo be?

Came he not home tonight?"
"Out upon you! What a man are you!"
"And 'a speak anything against me, I'll take
him down, and 'a were lustier than he is, and
twenty such Jacks; and if I cannot, I'll find
those that shall. Scurvy knave! I am none of
his flirt-gills; I am none of his skainsmates.
And thou must stand by too, and suffer every
knave to use me at his pleasure!"
"Is your man secret? Did you ne'er hear say,
Two may keep counsel, putting one away?"
". . . but she, good soul, had as lieve see a
toad, a very toad, as see him."
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Act III

1. What causes the sword fight between Mercutio
and Tybalt?

2. How is Mercutio killed?

3. Why does Romeo kill Tybalt?
4. What is Romeo's punishment?
5. What does Juliet thifeaten in Scene 2, .after

learning of Romeo's banishment? 6f\Ni^tir^&^T'
6. What is the Friar's plan in Scene 3? u
7. What plans have her parents made for Juliet in

Scene 4?

8. This is Mercutio's last act. Some people be
lieve that if Mercutio^ had remained alive, he
^ight have persuaded Romeo to act more cau-

usly and realistically. Remember that Mer
cutio was not a member of either feuding
family; he was related to the Prince. Suppose
Mercutio had killed Tybalt in this act, as he
very nearly did. How would the action have
changed? Do you think the old feud would have
erupted again as it did? Explain.

9. The turning point of a play takes place when
something happens that turns the action of-the
play either upward toward a happy ending o>\
downward toward a tragic ending. Why does
Romeo's killing of Tybalt become the turning
point of this play—that is, what actions does
this killing set in motion, actions that will prob
ably lead to tragedy for Romeo and Juliet?
We already know that the play ends in the
deaths of Romeo and Juliet. Their willingness
to die comes as no surprise to us, because we
have been forewarned. Point out the instances
in this act where each young person mentions
this willingness to die if they are separated.

$t The Nurse has been Juliet's friend and coun
selor throughout the story. If she had remained
her friend and supporter, the story might have
ended differently. How does the Nurse offend

2t in this act and cease to be her friend?
•-w does the Nurse's behavior toward Juliet

10.

^^g
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contrast with the Friar's behavior toward Ro
meo?

12. The last scene in this act, in which Capulet
tells Juliet she will marry the man he wants
her to marry, might seem familiar to you from
movies or TV shows or novels. Are this lord and
this lady like fathers and mothers of all cen
turies? Is Juliet like all their children? Explain.
What have the events of this act revealed to
you about the characters of Romeo and Juliet?
Explain how the young lovers are changing.
What hard lessons are they learning about life?
By the end of Act III, we have reached the
highest pointof suspense. Suspense causes us
to ask questions, to wonder anxiously "What
will happen next?" Write out the questions you
are asking at the end of Act III.

13.

n Shakespeare's Plays
In Act II, Scene 2, Juliet, upset to discover that
her lover is named Montague, delivers a famous
line about the insignificance of names.-

What's in a name? That which we call a
rose

By any other word would smell as sweet.

Names, however, often are significant in Shake
speare's plays. A dictionary will help you answer
the following questions about three names in Ro
meo and Juliet.

1. What chemical element is Mercutio named for?
2. What characteristics of this element match Mer

cutio's character?

3. What does it mean to say that someone is mer
curial in temperament?

4. Benvolio's name is coined from the words bene
and volo. What do these words mean in Latin?

5. How does his name match Benvolio's tempera
ment?

6. How is Tybalt like the cat he is named for?
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1. What does Juliet threaten to do if the Friar can
not help her, in Scene 1?

2. What is the Friar's plan to get Romeo and Juliet
together?

3. What change does Capulet make in the wedding
plans, in Scene 2?

4. What isthe situation in the Capulet house at the
end of Act IV? What religious comfort does the
Friar offer the Capulets?

5. One of the pleasures in watching a play is know
ing something that a character on stage does
not know. This use of dramatic irony gives us the

""'easure of suspense. We wait anxiously to find
Jt what will happen when the characters dis

cover what we already know. Where is dramatic
irony used in Scenes 2, 3, and 4?

6. What trials or tests does Juliet have to face in
this act? How does she respond to each chal
lenge? Explain what her responses tell us about
the character of this very young girl.

7. Juliet's parents are the blocking figures in the
play—they want to block the young lovers and
prevent them from marrying. Does Shakespeare
present the Capulets as "bad" characters? Or
does he help us see them as complex human
beings, not as mere stage villains? Explain your
opinion.

'U liV1 r:l i;: I-' ! 7, m-rlv,,
7

Read the following passages in their contexts, and
then paraphrase each one—that is, rephrase each
Passage in your own words. Try to rephrase each
Passage so that it sounds as if it is being spoken
oy atwentieth-century American. If you find a word
youdo not know, use context clues or the side-notes
'r, play to help you figure out what it means.
,r|fc first passage is done for you.

a. PARIS.

My father Capulet will have it so,
And I am nothing slow to slack his haste.

Scene 1, Lines 2-3
a. My father-in-law Capulet wants it that way,

and I'm not going to slow him down.

1. PARIS.

Immoderately she weeps for Tybalt's death,
And therefore have I little talked of love;
For Venus smiles not in a house of tears.

Scene 1, Lines 6-8

2. JULIET (tO the FRIAR).
Be not so long to speak. I long to die
If what thou speak'st speak not of remedy.

Scene 1, Lines 66-67

3. FRIAR LAURENCE (to JULIET).
The roses in thy lips and cheeks shall fade
To wanny ashes, thy eyes' windows fall
Like death when he shuts up the day of life . . .

Scene 1, Lines 99-101

4. lady capulet (to her husband).
We shall be short in our provision.
Tis now near night.

Scene 2, Lines 38-39

5. juliet (holding the poison).
Oh, look! Methinks I see my cousin's ghost
Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his body
Upon a rapier's point. Stay, Tybalt, stay!

Scene 3, Lines 55-57

6. friar laurence (to the capulets after they've
discovered juliet's drugged body).
She's not well married that lives married long,
But she's best married that dies married young.
Dry up your tears and stick your rosemary
On this fair corse, and, as the custom is,
And in all her best array bear her to church . . .

Scene 5, Lines 77-81

Romeo and JulietAct IV 689

/

ift*
w

•lb

f

\

tu



•

\

I

MespeedlMg to ttHne Play

Av^t/khy vhi-. j-'T;:y

2.

3.

5.

6.

What news does Romeo's servant bring him in
Scene 1?

Why does Romeo buy the poison?
Why didn't Romeo receive the Friar's letter ex
plaining the change in plans?
What does Romeo find when he enters the

tomb?

What happens to Romeo and then to Juliet?
What has become of the feud between the fam

ilies by the play's end?

Interpreting Meanings
7. The first two scenes of this act include unlucky

coincidences that may strain our belief. What
coincidences conspire to wreck the Friar's
plans? Do any of these coincidences seem in
credible to you? Explain.

8. Dramatic irony has been used throughout this
tragedy. In what scene,doesthis sense of irony
reach its peak in AcOT j2T

9. The climax of a play is its most intensely emo
tional moment, that moment when we feel
overcome with horror or sadness or fear or re

gret. The climax of Shakespeare's plays always
comes in the final act. When in this act would

you say the climax takes place—what were your
feelings at this moment?

10. In the midst of all the comings and goings,
Romeo's mood changes, from the time he says
"the time and my intents are savage-wild" in
Scene 3, to the lines he speaks before taking
the poison, ending with "Thus with a kiss I
die." Discuss these changes in Romeo. He is
still the same young man, still deeply in love,
but there is a difference in his mood by the
play's end. How would you describe it?

11. For a final time, the Prince comes in at the
end of a fight. What is the difference this time,
in what he sees, in what he says, and in what
has been accomplished?

704 William Shakespeare
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1. The Prince turns to the Capulets and Montagues

in the last scene and says:

"See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,
That heaven finds means to kill your joys

with love."

It seems ironic that love could kill joy, but how
in this play did "love" kill the families' "joys"?
In what way is the whole play about the way that
"heaven" scourged, or punished, people for
hating?

2. There have been many references to the work
ings of Fate in the play. In your opinion, what
caused the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet? Do you
believe it was due to fate, or :co human errors?
Explain.

3. Explain how each of the ideas listed on page
601 is revealed in Romeo and Juliet. Which of

these ideas do you think is the most important
one in the play?

4. If you had to select one line or one speech from
the play to express its main idea, which line or
passage would you select?

Wri7J7ji7 ./. lv7; i'7'.7 : 7-;/

2.

Writing a New Ending. Suppose Romeo and Juliet
had survived because the Friar's schemes had
worked. Write a scene showing them facing
some family problem twentyyears later. In their
dialogue, make clear what has happened to the
Capulets, the Friar, and the Nurse. Use stage
directions to tell when and where your scene is
set.

Updating a Scene. Rewrite the balcony scene
(Act II, Scene 2) so that it is set today in the
backyard of Juliet's suburban home (or on the
fire escape of a city apartment). Rewrite Romeo
and Juliet's dialogue in contemporary English.
Before you write, decide exactly what your set
ting will be, and describe it in your stage direc
tions.



.. Writing a Beginning. Write a paragraph in which
you explain what might have caused the feud
between the Capulets and the Montagues Tell
when the hatred started, and why it started

4. Updating the Characters. If Romeo, Juliet and
Mercutio lived today, what would be their'pref-
erences in music, clothing, reading, sports and
parties? What future would each one look for
ward to? Write out a personality profile of each
character, as if he or she were living today and
attending your school.

A Critical Response
5. Analyzing aCharacter. Write acharacter analysis

using the following critical comment as your the
sis statement. Be sure to use details from the
play to support what the critic says about Juliet
and how the world treated her.

Shakespeare's real miracle . . . was Juliet, trans
formed from an adolescent arrogantly eager to
outdo her elders to an appealing child-woman
barely fourteen, who learns to mix courage with
her innocence, yet falls victim to a world that
o- briefly and unintentionally but fatally treats
h _s a plaything.

—J. A. Bryant, Jr.

6. Responding to the Characters' Actions. It would
be a mistake to think that this play idealizes the
young lovers. Shakespeare is careful to remind
us that Romeo and Juliet's love is destructive
because it fails to see life as it really is. Romeo
and Juliet do not act with caution and patience
and wisdom. They act on impulse and in haste
in an essay, tell what you think Romeo and Juliet
should have done at at least three different
points in the play, but failed to do. Do you think
hey even could have triumphed? Do you think
hat Mercutio might have helped them had he

lived?

7. Comparing and Contrasting Characters. The Nurse
and Mercutio both have practical, earthy views
or life. Both enjoy ajoke, and both bring comedy
to the play. But they are also totally different
How are Mercutio and the Nurse different in
their values and loyalties? Do you admire one
character? Were you disappointed in the other
one.' Write an essay in which you compare and

^st the characters of Mercutio and the

^^^•••••••••i

8. Analyzing and Responding to Theme. On page
601 you'll find some ideas that are revealed in
this play. Review these ideas and select one to
develop into a statement of theme. Then, in
an essay, show how this theme is revealed by
certain actions and speeches in the play At
the end of your essay, tell how you feel about
this theme of Romeo and Juliet

9- Applying the Story to Modern Life. The basic
situation of this story arises from a feud be
tween two families. No reason is given for the
feud-it seems to be based on mindless
hatreds. Think of other stories or movies or TV
shows based on hatreds growing out of igno
rance of another race, religion, or nationality
Could the story of Romeo and Juliet take place
today? Write an essay explaining whether or
not you think the basic situation of this play
could be set in the 1990's, in a physical set
ting you are familiar with.

10. Analyzing Language. Romeo and Juliet speak of
each other and of their feelings in images of
darkness and light, of day and night. Write an
essay in which you trace their use of images
considering particularly these speeches- Ro
meo's speech in Act II, Scene 2, when he first
sees Juliet on the balcony; Juliet's speech in
the garden as she waits for Romeo in Act III
Scene 2; Romeo and Juliet's parting speech in
Act III, Scene 5; and Romeo's dying speech in
Act V, Scene 3. Use the first sentence above
as your topic sentence.
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